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BOOK NOTES
Among Friends: A Consultation with Friends about the Condition of
Quakers in the U.S. Today. Richmond, IN: Earlham School of
Religion, 1999, 297 pp. ISBN 1-8-79117-08-8.
This report embodies results of a 1998 survey on behalf of ESR by
Crane Metamarketing Ltd., aimed at helping the school offer more
effective leadership. The report, funded by Western Yearly Meeting
Friends Howard and Gussie Mills, transcribes and categorizes opinion gleaned by the agency through focus groups and interviews
across the United States. As such it shares the weakness of reports
based upon taped interviews of persons speaking extemporaneously.
Accordingly the report contains misspellings, faulty transcriptions,
and redundancy from overlapping categories used in collating and
reporting results. Citations are anonymous, ostensibly to protect the
privacy of those interviewed, although some persons can be fairly easily identified. This policy aims to elicit criticism freely, but it comes at
the cost of non-weighted, non-attributed, testimonial evidence. I
wonder whether Friends interviewed or in focus groups really wanted to be, or needed to be, anonymous?
The report does provide a collection of grass roots voices expressing fears, hopes, and insights about American Quakers in general and
ESR in particular. Does the report afford direction to Earlham
School of Religion? To some extent, surely. In any case Friends concerned by the spiritual and numerical diminishment of Quakers in
America may well ponder these voices, some of which may carry
prophetic vision.

Misty Bernall, The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall. Plough
Publishing House, 1999, 160 pp, hardcover. $17. ISBN 0-87486987-0.
This is the account of Cassie Bernall, the 17-year-old Columbine
High School student who was shot to death by a fellow student, in
that 1999 massacre, after she said yes, she believed in God. Written
by Cassie’s mother, the book tells of a rebellious Colorado teenager
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whose conversion had finally released her from the tyrannous grip of
a violent and anarchic subculture. Theologically, the little book opens
a window upon the insidious Babylon of our times—a degenerate but
powerful culture. It’s a book parents of middle school children ought
to read. For the rest of us it paints a word picture of “worldliness” in
contemporary America.

3 Extractos de la Apologia de Robert Barclay, edited by Loida E.
Fernandez Gonzalez. Publicacion del Comite de los Amidos
Latinoamericanos (COAL), 1999.
This FWCC-sponsored publication puts into Spanish language three
topics: Barclay’s theological theses and propositions XII and XIII,
concerning baptism and communion, thus affirming the continued
value of the early Quaker theologian, and an acknowledgement of
Dean Freiday’s valued role in putting the seventeenth-century writing
into modern English, from which this translation was made.

Alister McGrath, A Passion for Truth: The Intellectual Coherence of
Evangelicalism. InterVarsity Press, 1996, 287 pp. ISBN 0-83083866-9.
This British scholar makes a case that contemporary evangelical
thought recaptures traditional centrist Christian theology and applies
it constructively in the postmodern era. He affirms the uniqueness of
Jesus Christ in relationship to post liberalism. His views on
“Evangelicalism and religious pluralism” echo the position of seventeenth-century Quaker theologian Robert Barclay. “A responsible
Christian theology,” writes McGrath, “must be able to accommodate
itself within the creative tension which results from the simultaneous
New Testament affirmation of the particularity of the person and
work of Christ and the universality of the scope of his mission.”
(p. 237)
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John Polkinghorne, Science & Theology: An Introduction.
SPC/Fortress, 1998, 144 pp. ISBN 0-8006-3153-6.
This Cambridge physicist and fellow of the Royal Society and
Christian minister (Anglican) captures in concise and readable prose,
for the scientist and lay person alike, the interface of science and religion and finds them coherent in divine purpose. He argues persuasively for the “anthropic principle,” that is, that our particular
universe is fine tuned to serve as a habitat for humanity, that our universe “represents a very fertile patch in what is otherwise a desert area
of possibility.” (p. 37) Here is a scholar the Friends Association of
Higher Education would do well to secure for a Quaker college lecture circuit.

